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This is the inaugural editorial of npj Urban Sustainability. This new
journal seeks to inspire an evidence-based and globally oriented
conversation on the importance of urban issues for our planet’s
future. In that, npj Urban Sustainability will address some of the
most challenging questions humanity has ever faced. It will
investigate how urban regions around the world could radically
transform to ensure global sustainability. The aim of the journal is
to focus on how cities and their regions are reshaping to meet
major economic, social, and environmental challenges, developing
new pathways to sustainable urbanization.
The journal has an intentionally very wide audience of urban

scholars, policy makers, and practitioners and welcomes critical
studies, comparative case studies, and impact studies, including
policy solutions for existing cities and regions. At the onset, and of
course leaving an open door to urban creativity and innovative
city research, npj Urban Sustainability seeks to focus on three
major drivers of the conversation on the global role of cities.
First, while encouraging a global conversation on the place of

urban processes in sustainability, we will encourage submissions
from researchers studying urbanization in the Global South. It is
now evident for many practitioners and scholars that much of the
future of urbanization and its associated challenges, opportunities,
and innovation will depend on the Global South. This is both
because of the sheer importance of the urban trends emerging in
these realities and also because of the innovations and
perspectives that can come from Southern perspectives and
investigations. Therefore, rapidly expanding knowledge for, of,
and most importantly with the global south is an urgent
imperative for sustainability science. Empirical and theoretical
analyses of the implications of urban change in relation to
inequality will be especially welcome.
Second, the interplay of urbanization, climate change, and the

biodiversity crisis are also highlighted themes for us. Urban
systems, because of their concentration of people and infra-
structure, create risks to disturbances from climate change or
other challenges. Additionally, the design of cities concentrates
heat, traps air pollutants, and creates a number of environmental
problems that affect human health and well-being in cities. Urban
systems cannot be themselves fully sustainable and are rather
dependent on other systems and especially rural landscapes to
provide natural resources, food, energy, and water that are the
raw materials for human societies on an urban planet. Global
environmental changes, such as global biodiversity decline,
accelerating climate change, depleting soil productivity for food
production, and more, have knock-on impacts for cities and
continued urbanization.
Third, we also strongly encourage submission of papers on the

role of data and innovation in urban research. This is both from the
perspective of integration of innovative technology and solutions
that emerge from collection and analyses of urban data and case
studies, including both large and fine-grained spatial and
temporal data, as well as from case studies that seek to recast
the boundaries of urban research for planetary sustainability.

These three strands of research, and other discussions within
the remit of the journal, come however at a particular
political–economic juncture. npj Urban Sustainability aims to not
only present the latest science to drive sustainable urbanization
but also it wants to do so explicitly in dialogue with today’s most
pressing international agendas. In doing so, it welcomes
interventions that intersect with a key question: where are we at
with global urban governance? A world of cities needs a world
politics fit for those cities—a key conversation that pits the
contemporary multilateral system in dialogue with, if not at times
against, cities and urban processes. We also encourage submission
of papers that make critical reflections on what has happened
since the decisions were taken on the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and their explicit acknowledgement of
urban issues, and New Urban Agenda. Here we specifically
prioritize research related to the SDG 11 (make cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable), and how this
goal interacts with the other SDGs in urbanization processes.
However, we aim to do so by taking a cross-sectorial view of

sustainability that does not disregard or overshadow other
thematic global agendas in their potential to uplift the sustainable
future of an urban planet.
This first inaugural issue has the theme “Urbanization in the

Anthropocene.” It is introduced by a Comment1 setting out some
of the dimensions of how urbanization may not only accelerate
the global processes underlying the Anthropocene but also how
cities and urban regions may be a positive force in contributing to
a “good” Anthropocene2. The set of papers highlight both
challenges and opportunities of cities and urban regions in
forming a more resilient sustainable future addressing demogra-
phy3 (Kii et al.), biodiversity4 (Oke et al.), climate change5,6 (Solecki
et al., Norman et al.), infrastructure7 (Chester et al.) particularly
water8 (Derrible et al.), and how to mobilize knowledge and
science for sustainability9 (Zhou et al.), giving perspectives on co-
production in data-scarce circumstances in the global south10

(Croese et al.).
In the coming issues, we will strive to encourage broad

perspectives on localized implementation of a number of global
policy initiatives, either from the perspective of the overall 2030
Agenda of the United Nations or within specific domain
statements like the Sendai Framework on disaster risk reduction,
the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing sustainable
development, or indeed the Paris Agreement on climate change.
In fact, the launch of npj Urban Sustainability comes at a time
where consideration of urban issues in global agendas is again of
possibly pivotal importance. It follows not only a “cities”
recognition by the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
and Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change but also similar
movements in global health and migration, and it foreshadows a
growing push for an equal recognition within the realm of global
biodiversity governance. How has the UN system so far dealt with
the urban age? What are the strategic plans for the future? What
institutional reforms are needed? How have nations and cities
progressed? What are short- and long-term consequences of
coronavirus disease 2019 on urban development? What are the
significant examples of successfully initiated implementation
processes? What have been the main obstacles and barriers to
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transformations for urban sustainability? What can perspectives,
new methods, and voices from the global south do to drive and
recast this conversation?
We believe that, in a time of pressing urban questions of a

global nature, the best urban science needs to have a stake in its
tangible implications and the major international exchanges that
are set to shape the very cities this research engages with.
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